
Community Presentation Kit

What the Heck is Fentanyl & Why Should I Care?

16,228 fentanyl fatalities in NC 2013 -Sept 2023 (NC OCME)
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Illicit Fentanyl Fatalities

in North Carolina
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Illicit Fentanyl

Americans Killing Americans

North Carolinians Killing North Carolinians

WHY?        PROFITS!

= 16,228 NC residents killed & damaged families
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Why Should Illicit Fentanyl 

Matter to You?
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Because Someone 

You Know 

in Your Community 

 Will Die Next !
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Ask yourselfé

WHO must DIE 

from fentanyl poisoning 

for YOU to care about

 ILLICIT FENTANYL?



For me, it was my loved one______!
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Insert picture 
or Hold up 

poster of your
 loved one



North Carolina is 
#4 in the nation for 
fentanyl deaths

Source:  CDC 2023, NC OCME 2023
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16,228 NC Fatalities

Illicit Fentanyl killed 
16,228 NC Residents, 
2013-September 2013

Enough to fill the UNC 
Charlotte Football 

Stadium

Source:  NC OCME
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48,684 NC Residents Damaged

Every fentanyl fatality 
impacts at least 3 
additional family 

members

Thatõs enough to fill 
UNC CH Kenan 

Memorial Football 
Stadium
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2202020222 NC Fentanyl Fatality Data2022

NC Fentanyl Fatality Statistics



Fentanyl Does Not Discriminate
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What is FENTANYL?

VOPIOID

VSYNTHETIC

VPOTENT

1/17/2024 fentvic.org     Fentanyl Victims Network of North Carolina, a charitable non-profit #88-3921380 13



1/17/2024 fentvic.org     Fentanyl Victims Network of North Carolina, a charitable non-profit #88-3921380 14

What is an OPIOID?

What Does SYNTHETIC mean?
VMade in a lab, not grown, not a crop, not organic

What does POTENT mean?
V100 times stronger than morphine, 50 x stronger than heroin 

VPain reliever like oxycodone, morphine and heroin

source:  nida.nih.gov



Illicit Fentanyl 
vs

Medicinal Fentanyl
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TYPES OF FENTANYL

MEDICINAL FENTANYL

Made in sterile factory

Precisely blended

Dosage exact & consistent

Doctors carefully administer

Legitimate medicinal uses
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ILLICIT FENTANYL

Made in cow field or basement

Mixed with ladle or blender

Dosage imprecise & random

Hidden additive in drug supply

Increase profits of drug dealer
source:  nida.nih.gov



What is Illicit Fentanyl?

Man made synthetic opioid

Pill, Powder & Liquid form

Odorless, colorless, tasteless, dissolvable in liquids

Blocks the respiratory receptors in brain

Stops human from breathing

IǳƳŀƴ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ΨǎƭŜŜǇΩ όƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŘƻƎύ ǘƘŜƴ ŘƛŜǎΗ
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How Does Illicit Fentanyl Kill?

Fentanyl blocks breathing receptors in brain

Once blocked,  body receives signal to stop breathing

Breathing slows down and stops within 2 minutes

Deprives heart of oxygen

Heart stops beating

Death is quiet, quick and painless (put to sleep like a dog)

1/17/2024 fentvic.org     Fentanyl Victims Network of North Carolina, a charitable non-profit #88-3921380 18

Source:  CDC



SYMPTOMS of Fentanyl Emergency

Friend unknowingly ingests illicit fentanyl additive in pill, powder or liquid

Friend becomes sleepy, appears to be passed out on sofa

Or friend quietly collapses into prayer position on knees

Eyes are closed, friend appears to be asleep

You hear snoring or gurgling sound

Lips & fingertips may turn bluish or gray

You cannot wake up friend!  They die silently in 2 minutes or less!

Save Lives!

Fight Illicit Fentanyl NC

fentvic.org



Fentanyl Emergency ACTION PLAN

STAY WITH YOUR FRIEND!

Roughly rub their upper lip or chest with your knuckles

CALL 911!

Lay friend on their back, administer Narcan/naloxone in 1 nostril

Turn them on their side in case of vomiting or choking

STAY WITH YOUR FRIEND!

If no response in 2 minutes, administer naloxone again

Save Lives!

Fight Illicit Fentanyl NC

fentvic.org

Begin CPR chest compressions while waiting for 1 st responders



What is Naloxone (brand name Narcan)?

Naloxone is a medicine that rapidly reverses a fentanyl poisoning 

It is an opioid antagonist 

It attaches to opioid receptors and reverses/blocks the effects of fentanyl & other opioids 

. 
It can quickly restore normal breathing to a person if their breathing has slowed or stopped

Naloxone has no effect on someone who does not have fentanyl or opioids in their system

Opioids include heroin, fentanyl, oxycodone, hydrocodone, codeine, and morphine.
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source:nida.nih.gov



Forms of Narcan & Naloxone
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source: nida.nih.gov 

INJECTABLE NASAL SPRAY



How Do I Administer Naloxone?

INJECTABLE

1. Typically, the proper dose must be drawn up from a vial

2. It is injected with a needle into muscle, upper thigh

3. FDA recently approved Zimh, a single -dose, prefilled syringe, and 
Evizo auto -injector lik e an epi -pen

PREPACKAGED NASAL SPRAY (generic naloxone, Narcan ®, Kloxxado ®)

1. FDA-approved prefilled, needle -free device, requires no assembly

2. It is sprayed into one nostril while the person lays on their back

3. Easier for loved ones and bystanders without formal training to use
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source: nida.nih.gov 
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Good Facts to Know About Naloxone
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Naloxone works for only 30 to 90 minutes

But many opioids remain in the body longer than that 

Itõs possible for a person to experience the effects of toxicity after naloxone wears off 

Also, some opioids are stronger and might require multiple doses of naloxone

Calling 911 is most important action to take so the individual can receive medical attention

People who are given naloxone should be observed constantly until emergency care arrives

Monitor for 2 hours after the last dose of naloxone to make sure breathing does not slow or stop

source:  nida.nih.gov



Where do I get Narcan/Naloxone?

1. In North Carolina you can get naloxone from a 
pharmacist even if your doctor did not write you a 
prescription for it

2. You may also get naloxone from community -based 
distribution programs, local public health groups, or 
local health departments, free of charge
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Naloxone = Fire Extinguisher

Both SAVE LIVES!
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Who Should CARRY & STOCK Naloxone?

EVERYONE!
Especially 

VStudents, Schools levels K - College

VLibraries, Event Venues, Churches

VLaw Enforcement & First Responders

Vand the list goes on!
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How Does Illicit Fentanyl Get 

into the United States?
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Source:  PSM
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How Does Illicit Fentanyl Kill Others 
éWithout their Consent?

Left around the home accessible to infants and toddlers

Sale of fake/counterfeit pills with illicit fentanyl additives

Sale of recreational/party drugs with fentanyl additives

Beverages with illicit fentanyl additives

Contaminated supply of those with Substance Misuse Disorder
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Did you know?

Lethal Dose 

of Fentanyl 

= 5 grains of salt?

#1 Killer of 

14-35 year -olds 

in NC and the US 
Source:  CDC 2022
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Did you know?

òPeople can ingest fentanyl without 

knowing, leading to accidental 

poisoning and even deathó  

Source:  CDC 2022

òFentanyl is the single deadliest drug 

threat our nation has ever faced. 

Fentanyl is everywhere.  No 

community is safe from this poison.ó

Source:  Anne Milgram, Administrator, DEA
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Who Does Fentanyl Kill 

in North Carolina?
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Fentanyl Kills Infants & Toddlers

V in their own home

V in their family car

Vat babysitterõs home
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Fentanyl Kills Teenagers

FAKE PILLS contain deadly 

additives but look REAL

V Adderall

V Xanax

V Percocet

7 out of 10 pills 

FAKE & DEADLY
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Fentanyl Kills Young Adults ,

College Students & Young Professionals
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Experimenters
Recreational/party

drug users

UNKNOWINGLY INGEST FENTANYL

V Counterfeit pills with
illicit fentanyl additive

V Powders with illicit fentanyl 
additive

V Drinks with illicit fentanyl 
additive



Fentanyl Kills those with Substance USE Disorder (SUD)

Folks of any age who are 
daily dependent on an illicit 
substance

They order their usual but 

instead receive a substance 

with deadly illicit fentanyl 

additive

V without their knowledge

V without their consent

V it was NOT their CHOICE
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16,228 NC Families Destroyed by Fentanyl

V8 more deaths occur in NC every day

VThat means 8 more NC families get 
the õKNOCKõon the door

VThat means 8 more NC families are 
permanently damaged
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Source:  NCOCME



Who is Permanently Damaged?

VVictimõs Children

VMoms & Dads & Guardians

VBrothers & Sisters

VGrandparents

VAunts   Uncles   Cousins

VFriends & Classmates

VEmployers

VCo -Workers

VTeachers & Coaches
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It Shouldnõt Matter 

Where your Loved One 

Dies in North Carolina

to Receive Justiceé

But it Does!
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Code of Silence:  Dealers Not Arrested

VRemain free to sell drugs on the internet

VRemain free to sell drugs in the community

VRemain free to kill over and over again
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Fentanyl Kills in all 100 NC Counties
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This is how many residents 
fentanyl killed in Our County
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LƴǎŜǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŦŜƴǘŀƴȅƭ ŦŀǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ GRAPH
located at fentvic.org, resources tab, NC County fentanyl reports, 

select & download your county



This is how many residents 
fentanyl killed in Our County
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LƴǎŜǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŦŜƴǘŀƴȅƭ ŦŀǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ TABLE
located at fentvic.org, resources tab, NC County fentanyl reports, 

select & download your county



Fentanyl Kills in All NC House Districts
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Fentanyl Kills in All NC Senate Districts
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