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RUTHERFORD COUNTY, N.C. (WSPA) – The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of

Iowa announced that a man was found guilty after mailing heroin and fentanyl that killed a

man in Dubuque, Iowa.

According to evidence in the trial, James Adam Earwood, 38, of Lake Lure, North Carolina

mailed a package of heroin and fentanyl to another person on November 18, 2021. Officials

said that Earwood was living in North Carolina at the time and the victim was living in

Dubuque, Iowa. 
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The victim used heroin and fentanyl and overdosed in the parking lot of a local business in

Dubuque and survived. According to officials, one month later the victim received another

package of heroin and fentanyl in the mail from Earwood on December 17, 2021. The victim

used the heroin and fentanyl and died shortly after.  He was found dead by hotel staff in a

hotel in Dubuque, Iowa. 

Evidence revealed that Earwood was using social media platforms on the dark web to arrange

transactions of heroin and fentanyl with other people. Investigators tracked down at least one

other package of heroin and fentanyl that Earwood had sent.

Earwood is being held by the United States Marshals until he can be sentenced.  A sentencing

date has not been set yet.
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