
51 North Carolina Doctors 
Linked to Fake Drug Rings
Counterfeit cancer drugs also threaten North 
Carolina. 51 different medical practices in North 
Carolina have been implicated in black market 
supply chains associated with counterfeit cancer 
treatments and other therapies. Families who have 
lost relatives to cancer will never know if their 
loved ones were given real medication or fake, and 
if they died from a lack of treatment.

The country has seen an upsurge 
in counterfeit prescription pills 
masquerading as painkillers and Xanax. 
These pills are disguised as real medications but 
are made with deadly fentanyl or its even deadlier 
variants, and even a fraction of a single pill can mean 
death in less than 30 minutes of ingesting it.

Fentanyl is a serious threat in North Carolina. In 
April 2017, a 20-year-old Marine stationed at Camp 
Lejeune died of fentanyl poisoning after ingesting 
a counterfeit oxycodone pill. Newspapers have 
reported on similar deaths in Mooresville and 
Charlotte. Law enforcement arrested three brothers 
in Raleigh in June 2018 for allegedly supplying high 
school students with fake Xanax pills made with 
fentanyl.
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Opening the U.S.’s closed 
drug supply chain puts 

North Carolina lives at risk 
of serious injury or death.

The Deadly Counterfeit Drug Trade  
Thrives in North Carolina

December 2018, 
Creedmoor: Police seized 
nearly 10,000 counterfeit 
pills made with fentanyl.

May 2013: The FDA warned 14 doctors’ 
offices to stop purchasing medicine 
from an unlicensed Canadian supplier 
that had sold counterfeit cancer drugs.



Counterfeit Pills Containing Fentanyl
December 2019:  Two former Marines, Anthony Tognietti and Marcos Villegas, received prison sentences of three and ten years for 

distributing the counterfeit oxycodone pill made with fentanyl that killed Corporal Mark M. Mambulao, another 
Marine stationed at Camp Lejeune, in April 2017.1

November 2019:  Justin Kauffman pleaded guilty to selling counterfeit pills laced with fentanyl to Alexandria Leigh McNeely, who 
was found dead in Mooresville after taking them in December 2017.2

February 2019:  Deputies with the Union County Sheriff’s Office arrested two individuals selling counterfeit Roxicodone pills 
containing fentanyl.3

December 2018:  A search of a vehicle during a traffic stop between Charlotte and Creedmore turned up nearly 10,000 counterfeit 
pills made with fentanyl. Law enforcement believed the man driving the vehicle was a member of a Greenwood-
based drug ring.4

August 2018:  Police in Raleigh arrested a man who was in possession of fentanyl pills and other drugs. The man’s arrest warrant 
reported that officers found more than 3/4 of a pound of fentanyl in his home in October 2017.5

June 2018:  Three brothers in Raleigh allegedly ran a drug ring that manufactured counterfeit Xanax using fentanyl. Holly 
Spring Police believe the trio were a major supplier to local high school students.6

June 2018:  Deputies arrested a Surry County couple found in possession of 900 suspected counterfeit 30-milligram 
Roxicodone pills, as well as other drugs.7

October 2017:  Connor Trantham of Charlotte died after ingesting a counterfeit fentanyl pill made to look like a Roxicodone pill.8

May 2017:  Police in Iredell County discovered 5,000 counterfeit OxyContin pills hidden in a paint can with a false bottom 
during a traffic stop.9

July 2016:  Substance abuse counselors in the Greenville area reported that fentanyl and counterfeit pills made with fentanyl 
had been affecting people in the area.10

Black Market and Counterfeit Cancer Drugs
April 2015:  The FDA sent warning letters to two North Carolina doctors and more than 270 nationwide to stop buying drugs 

from Gallant Pharmaceuticals, which sold more than 39 non-FDA approved medications.11

May 2013:  The FDA warned 780 medical practices, including 14 doctors’ offices in North Carolina, to stop doing business 
with unlicensed drug seller Medical Device King, which had sold 31 non-FDA approved medications, including 
counterfeit Avastin.12

Misbranded and Counterfeit Botox
March 2016:  The FDA warned 23 North Carolina doctors and more than 1,200 nationwide to stop buying from Canadian 

distributor TC Medical, which sold 22 different kinds of non-FDA approved medications, including counterfeit 
Botox.13

July 2013:  The FDA warned five doctors and medical practices in North Carolina to stop purchasing fraudulent versions of 
Botox sold by Online Botox Pharmacy, Onlinebotox.com, and Onlinebotox.14

November 2012:  Six North Carolina doctors were among the 350 nationwide who received warning letters indicating that they may 
have purchased counterfeit versions of Botox from Quality Specialty Products (QSP), a CanadaDrugs subsidiary.15

Counterfeit and Black Market Drug 
Investigations in North Carolina (2012–2019)
BASED ON REPORTED INVESTIGATIONS. 
NOTE THAT EACH INVESTIGATION COULD HAVE AFFECTED HUNDREDS OF NORTH CAROLINA RESIDENTS.
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Other Counterfeit Drugs
April 2018:  The Davidson County Sheriff’s Office discovered a counterfeit pill operation in Denton. Hundreds of fake pills 

had already been made to look like alprazolam, oxycodone, and Adderall.16

January 2017:  A teenager from Fayetteville died after having silicone injected into her body for contouring purposes. The 
woman who performed the illegal procedure was indicted on a second-degree murder charge.17

September 2012:  One North Carolina doctor was among the 23 U.S. doctors who received warning letters indicating that they may 
have purchased counterfeit versions of the osteoporosis injectable medications Prolia and Aclasta from Quality 
Specialty Products (QSP), a CanadaDrugs.com subsidiary.18
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