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WAKE COUNTY SCHOOLS

As opioid overdoses rise in NC, Wake schools
looking to stock naloxone in all schools
The Wake school system hasn't had any reported overdoses, but
other school systems have.
Posted 3:56 p.m. Yesterday - Updated 4:07 p.m. Yesterday

By Emily Walkenhorst , WRAL education reporter

Wake County school o�cials plan to recommend naloxone — the
overdose reversal medication — in every school and a policy for staff on

.training and using it

Superintendent Robert Taylor told the school board’s safety and security
committee Tuesday that o�cials will come to the committee in April with
a proposed policy and a timeline for getting naloxone in every school,
early learning center and administrative o�ce.
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Naloxone is a prescription medication that reverses opioid overdoses. It
targets opioid receptors in the body and blocks the effects of opioid
drugs, restoring breathing in a person who has overdosed. It must be
administered soon after an overdose has begun and only lasts a short
time. It can be administered in several ways but is commonly
administered as a nasal spray.

The Wake school system hasn’t had any reported overdoses, but other
school systems have.

Last year, naloxone was administered 21 times for a suspected overdose
at a North Carolina school, usually by a school resource o�cer.

The district wants to have naloxone in part because of rising opioid
overdoses among 10- to 19-year-olds, said Kelly Creech, district senior
director of health and crisis prevention services.

Across the state, school resource o�cers, not school employees, carry
naloxone.

Any upcoming policy proposal would re�ect training requirements for
employees who want to be able to administer it.

On Tuesday, school board members asked questions about who would
have the ability to administer naloxone.

Under state law, school systems must have permission from the state
health director to allow non-medical employees to administer naloxone.

Most school systems don’t have a policy in place for school employees to
administer naloxone. Of the 86 counties that responded to the state
survey, 83 reported school resource o�cers carrying naloxone.

The school system wants two doses in about 200 schools, early learning
centers and central services o�ces. The average dose lasts between two
and three years.
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